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Prayers

ﬂ?j:ﬁﬂ N273, the Blessing of Thanksgiving, is the second of
the final three nTDjJ which are recited in every r17°7Y¥ -- Shabbat,
festivals, and weekdays. All three of these 113732 are considered to
be ones of X7, thanksgiving. In this second 11272 we give

thanks for our lives, our souls, and for all good things.

A ﬂg:ﬁﬂ N273, Blessing of Thanksgiving, was also part of the
ancient Temple service more than 2,000 years ago. The people would
bow before God as the high priest would recite a ﬂg:ﬁﬂ N273. Like

subjects thanking a ruler in advance for granting requests, we too bow

as we recite '[17 1IN 077 - we give thanks to You.
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The first three words, '[? NN 0737, come from the first book of
Chronicles. King David gives thanks in chapter 29 verse 13, as the
materials are gathered for the building of his son Solomon's temple.
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We thank You, for You are Adonai, our God and the God of our
ancestors forever. You are the Rock of our lives in every generation.
We give thanks to You for our lives which we place in Your hands,

for our souls, for Your daily miracles, and for the wonders and good
things that happen constantly. Your compassion never ends. Your
kindness has no boundaries. We have always placed our hope in You.
For all these things, may Your name be praised forever and ever. May
every living thing acknowledge You. Praised are You, Adonai, whose
name is Goodness. To You it is a pleasure to give thanks.
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We give thanks to You, for You are Adonai our God

and God of our ancestors forever and ever.
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The first and last words of this blessing, 0797 and n"l'ﬁﬂ?, both
come from the same root - 1177 - thank or pay tribute. The first and

third letters of this root often drop out. This can make the root hard
to identify. The modern Hebrew word fT7I "thank you," comes
from this same root. Say 7T for Your ability to learn new words,
by translating into English, below.
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1. Three words built on the root for "thanks" are found in this
127132, in lines 1, 3 and 11. Find and circle them.” (Line 3 is tricky).

2. Class Reading Game: Have your teacher photocopy and enlarge
the prayer, giving one copy to every few students. Cut out and separate
all the words. Place them in a gift box and shake them up. Gradually
reassemble the prayer like a puzzle, reading each word you remove from
the box. Every student who completes a line should read it out loud.
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We read in Psalm 92 - :’z? ﬂ'l"mb 230 - "It is good to give thanks
to God." Gratitude is an essential teaching in Judaism. Words for
thanks occur over sixty times in the book of Psalms alone. When
the prophets accused the people of Israel of having lost their way,
not being grateful was one of their major criticisms.

One way of saying 77 is by

giving gifts. Each box contains
a three word prayer sequence
from 0°77. One word in
each sequence is missing. Find
the missing word in English in
the blanks below. Then use
pages 4 and 6 to fill in both the
missing Hebrew and English. \
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Reading Drill t
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When the [373 repeats the 117723 out loud (after we have recited it
softly), we generally sit and listen, or pray privately. When the 113
gets to 07717, however, we simultaneously recite an alternate version,
called 113277 0”77 - the Thanksgiving of the Rabbis. Why? While
it is acceptable to have someone (the ]33 ) make requests on our

behalf, "thank you" should really be said by each person.
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When you have completed the
chapter, and have all your akint}a) [ have mastered
reading lines checked, your teacher X7 N372

will give you a sticker!
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